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“Working overseas is a great way to get out of your comfort zone.”

Ruveena Kaliannan, Associate, Melbourne

“Many firms talk about their international
opportunities, but at White & Case the
chance to work overseas actually seemed
like a real and immediate opportunity,”
says Ruveena Kaliannan, a graduate
who started her career with the Firm in
Melbourne, before moving to our Abu
Dhabi office for her overseas rotation.

So why Abu Dhabi? Ruveena explains:
"l completed my first rotation in the
Project Delivery team in Melbourne and
wanted to try out Project Finance for my
second rotation. White & Case’s Abu
Dhabi office has a Projects focus, so it
seemed like a natural fit. Additionally, |
had heard that the office provided great
exposure to really interesting work.”

Cross-border work in an
interesting location

With a choice of offices and countries,
Ruveena felt that Abu Dhabi would be a
particularly interesting option. “| felt that |
would have further opportunities to work
with other White & Case offices in the
Asia-Pacific region throughout my career.
Abu Dhabi and the Middle East generally
was a little further afield and more
unfamiliar. | also thought Abu Dhabi would
be a great base to explore the region.”

More responsibility and exposure
to multiple practices and offices

Ruveena tells us about the matters
that she has been working on as part
of the Project Finance team. “I've been
involved in a variety of work advising
both lenders and sponsors in areas
including renewables, petrochemicals
and infrastructure. The smaller size of
the office here has meant that I've also -
been able to work with other teams as

I've had capacity, and been involved in
project delivery, construction and disputes
matters t0o.” She says that, “I've had the
opportunity to have more responsibility
with the matters I'm involved in, which
can be intimidating but has also

provided a great learning experience.”

Collaborating with colleagues from

the White & Case global network is
something that happens regularly:
“Most of the matters I've worked on
have involved other offices—including
New York, London, Riyadh and South
Africa -—and this has been a great way
to work with other lawyers in the Firm.”

In terms of the work, she says that the
friendly office culture has helped her
deliver great work. “Everyone is very
approachable and friendly. Having lawyers
from all over the world in this office means
that everyone has quite different working
styles, which has been great to learn from
and figure out my own preferences.”

What's her final word to future
lawyers who want to understand

the benefits of developing their skills
and experience in another country?
“Working overseas is a great way to
get out of your comfort zone, work on
diverse matters, gain great experience
and learn lots, all while meeting new
people and exploring a new region.”

Ruveena Kaliannan
Associate, Melbourne




